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s CONCLUSIONS ANDALOOK AHEAD - L
The U S. Senate Select Commlftee on. POW/MIA Affalrs has ac-

eomphshed most of the' goals. and tasks that were' a551gned to it by-
-the U.S. Senate at its. creation. However, ‘as with any assignment to-
_review matters occurring over a 20-year’ period and involvitig thou-
sands ‘of individuals, there remain areas:of inquiry that still must

,:be completed These areas fall mto the followmg broad categones

, ‘Russza

“. The- Commlttee recommends that the U S /Russ1a Commlssmn'
_continue to pursue.those leads which involve the countnes of the |
‘former Soviet Union, including, but not limited.to: o
“Interview Vladimir Churkov, head of the KGB 6th D1vxsxon

" (Southeast Asia) duririg the mid- to late-1970s. It was General
=+ Kalugin's testimony:that Gen. Churkov would be the most
" knowledgeable individual as to whether US. POWs were held
" in“Vietnam after 1973. The Senate.Select Commrttee has not
'+ been. able-to. obtain an interview. with Gen. Churkov. - -
""" Re-evaluate the testimony of General Kalugin versus. the tes-.
RRRE txmony of Ole Nechlporenko Gen: Kalugm testified at his.dep-
© " osition’ that U.S. POWs'in Viétnam. were interviewed by KGB
L %ents (Nechlporenko) after 1973 and p0551bly as late as’ ‘1976,
" .Oleg Nechiporenko told; Senators Keérry.and Smith in Moscow:
7 that he interviewed a POW in. 1973, He also said he. Kepared a
... “questionnaire for use by the. Vietnamese. Both the CIA and the
o ‘Vletnamese conﬁrmed the KGB mterrogatlon of the CIA‘
. *agent '
R Intemew the Sovxet Ambassador to Laos (1973) ‘Gen. Kalu ;

. gin testified that this Soviet'Ambassador was:very knowledgea-
. ble about this matter. He stated that if such POWs ‘'were kept,



.. the Soviet Ambassador would &lmost certainly have. known.
. The Senate Select' Committee has:béer unable to schedule an
- -interview with the- Ambassador. . . " LA

T Continued pursuit of the KGB, GRU and saviéfﬁ.Mi-li;a;ryi Ars
", chival records.' The records: of these organizations, if made
. -available to the U.S,, will assist 'in;ﬁnauy.detgrminirsxggyh;et_hé;;

- any Vietnarn-era POWs, were taken to the former U
tnam, Laos and Cambodia.

- Vie Gl e L e
. "The Cdkﬂiniftéé:‘récogizes that many answers to the questions it.
- posed this year lay in Southeast Asia and recommends that the De--
~partment of State, the Department of Defense arid'the Joint Task’
-‘Force for Full-Accounting (JTF~FA) continue'to work with the gov-
-ernments of these countries to find-answers. These matters should"

.- The continued. pursuit and’evaluation of information fror
- the Vietnamese archives; . . . o oo
o7 The continued pursuit and ‘evaluation of information from
C ‘~'ahd"abbut."Laoiv‘ofﬁcia-l‘.x‘ec%ds;". R L
... Interviews of former Pathet Lao leader. Prince Shouphano--
. vang and former-Pathet Lao' spokesman- Soth‘.']?etrasyq concern- -
.- - Ingtheir ‘war-time statements that they" (Pathet Lao) were *
., holding US: POWs in' Laos. The Senate Select Committee was'
. ‘unable to obtain permission from Prince Souphanovang:or
. from Mr. Petrasy for an’ interview. Neither individual felt-able -
. at this time"to add to-the statements they had already made."
- Access to ‘and evaluation-of theinformation -available” on -
.~ Lima Site 85. The Senate Select’ Committee was: unable. to-
. obtain Lao: permission.for JTF-FA to-examine the site of this .
. incident. The Lao military commianders -who are knowledgea-
- 'ble about the: fate of the' Americans who were ‘present when
. ‘the intelligence site was overrun should be interviewed.”
.China.and North Korea .~~~ .07 0o SR

- The Committee recognizes that ‘the Governments of China and .
North Korea continue to hold -information concerning the fates of
U.S: servicemen. The Committee recommends the following:" -~ -
.. - Continued . pursuit. of information ‘from museuns, ‘archives:
.-~ and government officials in North Korea ‘that was begun by
. the Committee; v i N
. The formation of a'commission similar to the U.S./Russia
- " Commission to work with the ‘Government of China: ' = R
. The. formationof a' commission: similar to the U.S./Russia -
. ‘Commission to work with the Government of North Korea, -

e accomplishments of ‘the Depart.

. The Committee recognizes- the acco S ¢
ment of Defense but also recommends the following areas of contin-
- .. . Continuation of the JTF-FA approach to information: gather:
. inginSoutheast Asia; =~ .t R
- - Declassification and release to' the public (in 'cooperation
-+ with Garwood's attorneys) of all records that relate to PFC.



G Full analy51s of the Operatlon Homecommg debrxefs The de
, gbnefs should be reexamined: to' answer finally ‘and with abso-
o Hlute certamty that no POWs remain unaceounted. for_who. were.

*. - in the prison system. The Senate Select Committee was not al-
-+ lowed to do an independent examination of the’ debriefs be-
" .cause of - promlses made to returmng POWs by DoD at Home
7 coming. S :
("'.7?""v'.IntervieW"'of” for o uth Vxetnamese Premdent Thleu'
' President Thieu.should: be interviewed to. determine how much
-.".‘;J?mformatlon the South: V1etnamese mlhtary mtelllgence had
concermng ‘Ametican’ POWs in both North Vietnam and Laos.
»#"Continued  analysis and evaluation. of the 4500(+) photos re-
' -”celved from' the Government of Vxetnam, L ‘
- Continped ‘analysis and. evaluatmn of all matenal recelved
a - *from—the~V1etnamese -archives;— S
' Contmued support of the Vessey 1n1t1at1ves

,"‘.InterAgencygroup L T e T
-~~The-Committee beheves that an- mter-agency coordmatmg bod -
-for-POW/MIA: policies: is needed and‘that" the . TAG for POW/MIA;-
" Affairs ably fulfills this role. However, the Committee is disturbed
-by the lack of. formality in TAG.record-keeping and believes that, at
‘a ‘minimum, that the: mmutes of dlscussmns at such meetmgsf
should be maintained: |
- - -In"addition, although“the IAG should consult regularly thh the
Leagué and: other POW/MIA family. orgamzatlons, the Committee
‘believes that the role of the IAG and issues of membershxp on it
should be reviewed by the new Admxmstratxon L .

lv'Department of Justzce

The. Department of J ustlce was very supportlve of the Commlttee'
,.and was able to' accommodate almost all of its requests. There are
-areas, however whlch w1ll requlre contmued 1ndependent mvestl-.
'gatlon, such as:® .

: Evaluatlon of prevmus referrals f‘rom the Commlttee to the
o ..’Department of Justice to assess the appropnateness for pros-
.. .-ecutions of fraud cases; :
"~ . Review of the matenals to be prov1ded to the Department of :
;Justme from the December. Over51ght heanng, 3 ;
.- -.-Evaluation' of any new. referrals commg at the end of the-\
: "---'iCommlttee hfe SR S I D N

f.Watergatetapes T TR VP S T
"-The. Commxttee was demed access. to the Watergate tapes and'
sstrongly ‘believes 1t is in- the pubhc mterest that Congress pursue :
that mformatxon B I IR
:Progress on declasstfcatzon SRR

- All records used by the. Comm1ttee in the Ofﬁce of Senate Secun-’
-ity . S —407) have been declassified, except for Natlonal Security



'Agency records 613 these are to be declasmfied soon, accordmg to
‘the NU.S. As14
Approxlmately one-s1xth of the lo mllhon pages of materxal or-

dered declassified by the 1991 McCain Amendment to the DoD Au-
‘thorization' had .been declassified by" ‘publication 'date. That law:
.gave ‘DoD until November 1994 to establish’ libraries of POW/MIA -
information  correlated - to-‘unaccounted-for servicemen -for their
families; and :a- hbrary of uncorrelated mformatlon for all con-'*
cernedcxtlzens , L RS AR

Informatzon about the commtttee

" Copies of the Comm1ttee Report and heanng transcrxpts w111 be-
:‘.avallable from the Government Printing Office beginning in Febru--
ary 1993. They also are available through the U.S. Government De-
-pository - Libraries located at most colleges and hsted 1n the at- )
: tached directory.61°
' Non:published Comm1ttee records wxll be avarlable to the pubhcy
'through the:National Archives beginning in ‘early: February 1993.-
‘These include staff ‘materials,- memoranda of conversation, notes:

‘and other documents that may include incorrect data, dlscredlted'_j
theories; incomplete pieces of information, or staff opinion,. howev-u-s
er; the Committee’s judgments, after consideration:of all. ev1dence )
avallable to United States Senators, is reflected in this Report. - .
Other information and Judgments should riot be ‘accorded cred1 -
-.bxhty simply :because. of its- presence. in the Committee’s working
‘files; the staff was structured- to provide the Commlttee’s Members:
with the strongest: arguments on all sides of each issue, and their
‘comments must be taken in toto, All Committee documents are
available through the National Archives: ‘please contact its; iCenter
for - Legislative . Archives, - Natlonal Archlves, Washmgton, D C.
«20408 telephone 202/501-5350 - ‘

ANNEX MEMBERS FLOOR STATEMENTS

Some of the statements Commlttee members made on the Senate'.
floor. are appended. For statements. made after pubhcatlon date .
please check the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD e .

Smrmm or JOHN Kmuw, CHAIRMAN, JANUARY 25 1993

: On Januagl?» after more than a year'’s work and’ 1nvest1gat10n, .
g:xealsenatret lect: Comxmttee on POW/MIA Affarrs released 1ts
.. That report dxd not resolve fully the POW/MIA 1ssue, ior ‘'was, 1t*
intended to. But I believe that it, and the body of the Committee’s.
work, have done much: to heal the ‘wounds: of dnstrust and dmsxon
‘that have characterized this-controversy for 20 years, )
* The Members of the POW/MIA Committee are of dxffenng back: "
grounds temperaments and ideologies. Some Members had devoted

years of effort to studying POW/MIA matters; others had only a

general famlhanty w1th the 1ssue Some came to the 1ssue w1th

"’CDOletterto(.‘ommxttee Dec 1992. e
FS1NSA lettertoCommxttee Dec;— 1992 " e
A Dxrectory o US Govemment Deposxtory beranes



emotrons forged in: the personal experlence of semce 1n V1etnam, :
‘one was a former POW.. .

- If anyone had pred1cted at the outset that these eleven men and-
~one women*would~come“together at-the-end-of-fourteen-months-to-
-add-their names to.a single document on'this most emotional-and-

controversral of ‘issues, that person would rniot ‘have: been believed.”
'And, 'in fact, our~investigation. ‘was’ characterlzed ‘at times; by"
. sharp drsagreement about.fact, focus.and process. Up until.the very.
“end, there was-a possibility. that’ we would not agree on the final"
?‘,‘,report And that report does crte a lack of unanmnty on- a few sxg-
: n1ﬁcant issues. " g
~But T am’ convmced that the ﬁnal product of this Commrttee s‘
_awork reflects the combined strengths of its'Members, and that we.
‘were able to transform our dlfferences of perspectlve mto a tool for;‘
-digging out the:truth.
~——There-is-not- a~s1ngle srgmﬁcant ﬁndmg or recommendatlormtz
‘the. report that was not.subject, at. some: point; to challenge or ques-
. tioning from within:the Committee. Key sections were the subjects
“of lengthy debate. Any thesis that could:not stand up‘in the face of
-evidence-gathered-by-the-Committee was excluded;-and-only-those-
findings that-could be. supported after cons1deratlon of all avarl |
able’ mformatmn, were left in,:
.. The result is a report that I beheve is as close to the fall truth as.,
we ‘could: hope- to corne.. Because we were ‘so demandmg, ‘and: be-
_cause- POW/MIA - family members and’ activist groups: were.so de-.
“manding about declassification, this report reflects the sum total-of
‘what- the US' Government: knows ‘about the POW/MIA issue, par-
ticularly. as it relates-to the: Vietnam era, No longer can anyone-
fairly claim that. knowledge on this issue has-been ‘locked: away; or
that there exists’ a consprracy of srlence or that the basrc param-
eters of truth are in doubt. - '
. ' We know, :as a result of our 1nvest1gat1on, that there were not"
;2 264 Amencans whose fates were truly unknown following the
Vietnam- War. This is_the -number: of ‘Americans who- went to
Southeast’ Asia and who have not returned either -alive or dead..
‘But we know 'that the vast majority of" those: Americans -died
‘during the’ war--pxlots who “crashed over water, sold1ers 1nJured.
“beyond recognition in combat, seryicemen buried in graves. that
‘were. subsequently - destroyed. by allied bombing,  airmen killed. in
_the remote: jungles of Laos or. Cambodia.-For most of these 2,264,
-although there i 15 not proof” posmve in'the form of a body that: they'_
"are dead, thee is also absolutely no evxdence that they survwed or
-were: taken captive. .
- For a small number of these 2 264 Amencan perhaps around 100 -
‘the story is somewhat drfferent In some cases,” ‘individuals' ‘were
“known to have been taken captive. Others were known to have sur-
vived crashes and to be-alive on the ground. Others disappeared in.
circumstances ‘where the possibility ‘of ‘survival and capture was.
“very real. Even here, however, the number of Americans known for
Ccertain to. have been taken captive is quite small and—in-some. of
these-.cases—there rare 'indications: that the mdmdual may have-
died or been- killed at the time ‘of their incidents. -
. Although the Committee, unlike previous mvestlgatrons, uncov-
f"ered eevidence that a ‘small number of Americans may: have ‘sur-






